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suggestion that if the "Court of Last Resort", an organization that investi­

gates cases in which persons seem to have been improperly convicted of crime 

and dramatizes them for the benefit of the public, could be induced. to come here, 

he thought that would be very entertaining and instructive to the delegates. 

At its last monthly meeting, the Board authorized the President to 

sign checks in addition to the Treasurer of the Association and directed that 

he be bonded in a suitable amount. This action was taken due to the absence of 

the Treasurer and the necessity for providing some means of paying salaries and 

bills in the event of a prolonged absence on the part of the Treasurer. The 
• 

President stated that the premium on an additional bond in the amount of $10,000. 

is $62.50. The Board, thereupon, upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, 

authorized the payment of the premium on the bond of the President in the amount 

of $62.50. 

Mr. Kendrick and Mr. Toomey, who had been requested to investigate the 

possibility of having senior law students assigned to assist counsel appointed 

by the courts in the defense of criminal cases, reported that they had conferred 

with the deans of a number of law schools and with Chief Judges Stephens and Laws. 

They advised the Board that the deans of the law schools were enthusiastic about 

the matter, and that Judges Stephens and Laws had advised them that if the plan 

is approved by the Bar Association. it will be adopted. Upon motion of Mr. 

Kendrick, seconded by Nr. Hannan. and carried, the Board approved the plan of 

haVing senior law students to act as assistant counsel to attorneys assigned by 

the courts to defend criminal cases. and directed the Junior Bar Section tocn­

tinue with arrangements along that line. 

Ernest SChein, Esquire. and Philip W. Amr~ Esquire, of the Committreon 

International Law, appreared before the Board. Mr. Schein reported quite fully 

upon the activities of the Committee in supplying information and printed matter 
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to organizations of lawyers in other countries and the work and expense 

incident thereto. He stated that the mailing had been done through the 

offices of the Association, but that a number of Government publIcations ofinerest 

and use could be obtained only by purchase. He further requested that the C-attee 

be furnished its own letterheads. Asked if the Committee could use the regular 

letterheads of the Bar Association with the name of the Committee printed 

thereon, he replied in the affirmative. He further asked that the sum of 

$100.00 be appropriated for use of the Committee in the purchase of material to 

be mailed to inquirers. 

Upon motion of Mr. Toomey, duly seconded, and carried, the Board 

authorized the furnishing of the Committee on International and Comparative 

Law ~PPlY of letterheads of the Association with the name of the Com­

mittee over-printed thereon, and that not to exceed the sum of $100.00 be 

appropriated for the use of the Committee for the purchase of printed matter 
, 

to be mailed out in response to inqui~~s. 

Mr. Amram spoke of the proposal by the Committee on International and 

Comparative Law of the American Bar Association to establish a Government 

commission for the preparation of a treaty or treaties with other Governments 

relating to the establishment of unifo~procedures in international judicial 

matters, such as the taking of depositions. service of process, and the like 

in foreign countries, but in view of the impending change in the present 

Government administration, he suggested that no action by the Association be 

taken at the present time. 

On behalf of the Chairman, Mr. Lane presented a report fn>m the Library 

Committee containing the following recommendations. on which the Board acted 

as indicated after each recommendation: 

1. The Committee has taken steps to advertise in the Association's 

Journal for the return of books missing frofm the Library. The Board approved 
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this action. 

2. That two typewriters be purchased and placed in the Libr~FY for 

the convenience and use of members of the Association and that a room be set 

aside for the convenience of attorneys who may wish to use their dictaphone~ 

The Board approved the recommendation insofar as furnishing one typewriter is 

concerned. 

3. That a bulletin board be purchased with a tripod to hold it 

for use in the Library. This recommendation was approved by the Board with a 

limitation of the expenditure of not to exceed $25.00 in carrying it into 

effect. 

4. That telephone service in the old Library be discontinued. No 

action was taken on this recommendation, for the reason that Mrs. Macdonald 

had already attended to that matter. 

5. That consideration by the Committee had been given to making a 

survey of the books used by the Association and recommended such action as 

soon as all the books are on the shelves of the Library. This matter was 

passed without action by the Board at this time. 

6. That the night library attendant, who now receives $179.16 per 

month, which includes $40.00 per month for cleaning, be given an increase 

from his fixed salary of $139.16 to $150.00 per month, for the reason that 

the payment of $40.D9Per month for cleaning will no longer be necessary, as 

all cleaning in the new Court House is done by General Services Corporation 

of the Government without expense of the Association. The Board authorized the 

payment of $150.00 per month to the night attendant, effective with the 

current month. 

7. That the Library be closed at 10:30 P.M. nightly. The Board 

approved this recommendation only insofar as it provides for the closing 

of the Library for admission thereto at 10:JO P.M. 
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8. That there is need for an assistant librarian during the; day, 

stating that this has become a necessity. This recommendation was discussed 

by the Board and the necessity' for such an employee was recognizeQ, but the 

matter was referred back to the Cmnmittee for further report as to the ex­

pense of providing such assistant and a recommendation as to whom the Associ­

ation should employ. 

9. That Sunday hours for use of the Library be from 10:00 A.M. to 

4:00 P.M. and Saturday from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M., and that no books belong­

ing to the Library be removed therefrom to the offices of members. Action 

thereon was deferred. 

Upon motion of Mr. Hannan, seconded by Mr. Lane, the Board authorizm 

the purchase of a new chair for Mrs. Macdonald, the Executive Assistant, at 

a cost of $54.00, to replace one which is worn out. 

The President advised the Board that-Miss Nolan, Assistant to Mrs. 

Macdonald, is using an old typewriter and that because of the great amount a 

typing she is required to do and the number of carbon copies she has to ma~ a 
many reports and other documents, a new electric typewriter is urgently needed. 

He stated that the cost of such a type\vriter, including tax thereon, is $375.00. 

Thereupon, upon motion of Mr. Hanna~seconded by Mr. Marshall, the Board 

authorized the purchase of a new electric typewriter at a cost of $375.00 in­

cluding tax, for the use of Miss Nolan. 

The President presented to the Board a letter from the Executive 

Secretary of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, reQlesting the furnishing of 

the latest financial statement of this Association, together with the number 

of its members, and the size of its staff, and the reply of the Secretary 

thereto, stating that he was not at liberty without the approval of the Board 

D of Directors to furnish information pertaining to the financial status of te 
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Association, but giving the number of members and its employees. To his 

letter, the Secretary received a reply, which the President also presented to 

the Board, requesting that if possible the infor~mation previously ~sked for 

be furnished, as well as the amouftt of our annual dues, number of employees, and 

total amou~of salaries paid, and stating that the Budget and Finance Com­

mittee of the Pennsylvania Bar Association desirex to make a comparison of its 

financial structure with that of other association~ Upon motion of Mr. Lane, 

seconded by Mr. Marshall, the Board authorized the furnishing of the information 

requested by the Executive Secretary of the Pennsylvania Bar Association. 

The President presented a letter, dated October 13, 1952, from Miss 

Marjorie Merritt, Director of the National Conference of Bar Examiners, again 

requesting informatioln concerning former Municipal Court Judge Hobart Newm~ 

The Acting Secretary was directed to reply thereto and to suggest that appli­

cation for information concerning Judge Newman be made to the Department of 

Justice. 

The President presented a letter from the National Symphony Orchestra 

requesting that that organization be included in the Association's budget for 

a contribution to their 1953-54 fund raising campaign next January. The 

Board declined to give the request favorable consideration. 

Mr. Craighill reported that he had prepared and given to the papers 

a press release concernsing the presentation of a portrait of Chief Justice 

Groner to the U. S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuiton 

November 10, 1952, at 5 o'clock p.m. 

The President thereupo{n presented a letter he had received from Chief 

Judge Stephens of the U. S. Court of Appeals, dated October 24, 195~ giving the 

date and hour of the presentation, and inviting the officers, directors and 

members of the Bar Association to attend. 
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Two letters from the Committee on Revision of the District of Columbia 

Code, dated October 29 and 31, 1952, were presented by the President~ enclosng, 

respectively, a draft of proposed amendment to the COde by repealtng sections 

1507, 1508 and 1509 of the ACT OF March 3, 1901, establishing the code, and 

substituting therefor a new section numbered 1508 relating to limited partner­

ships; and a copy of S. 1344, passed by the Senate on February 25, 1952, and now 

pending in the House of Representatives, the Same being the Act proposing 

amendment of section 20 of the Act of March 3, 1901, relating to unlawful 

detainer of real property. These two communications wth their enclosures weE 

ordered referred to the Committee of Niaefor report and recommendation. 

The President stated that he had received two letters of thanks and 

appreciation, but due to the lateness of the hour he would not read them to 

the Board. These were from Washington Lodge No. 15, Benevolent and Protective 

Order of Elks, thanking the Association for its contribution of reading tables 

for the library of the Elks Boys Camp, and the ~~tropolitan Police Boys Club, 

thanking the Association for its donation to the Boys Club of the lumber from 

its library in the old Court House Building. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting 

was adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 

~~~.~r~.nt~~ 
Acting Secretary. 

D
 



MINUTES OF MEETING OF BAR ASSOCIATION, MAIN BALL ROOM, 
MAYFLOWER HOTEL, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1952. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Ear Association of the District 

of Columbia was held on Wednesday, November 12, 1952, in the Main Ball Room 

of the Mayflower Hotel. Mr. Preston C. King, Jr., the President, called the 

meeting to order promptly at 8:00 p.m. 

The reading of the minutes of the last meeting held on October 14, 

1952, was dispensed with. 

The Acting Secretary, Richard L. Merrick, delivered the report of 

the Board of Directors substantially as follows: 

"The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors was held 
on Friday, November 7, 1952. 

"The Treasurer presented his report to the Board, showing a 
balance on hand October 31, 1952, of $48,801.65. Without objection 
his report was approved. 

"A report of the Committee on Admissions was received and 
eleven applicants were admitted to active membership and ten to 
associate membership. The resignations of two members were 
accepted, subject to payment of accrued dues, with regrets. 

"The Treasurer reported that the following were automatically 
dropped frommembership in the ~ssociation on October 20, 1952, for 
non payment of dues: 

Hiram Day Black 
Herman J. Galloway 
Eugene R. Gilmartin 
Irvin Goldstein 
G. Robert Henry 

William L. 

Thomas Hew
George W~ 

Merritt R. 
David H. N
Harold D. 

Woodward 

es 
Moriarty 

Kotin 
elson 
Retting 

"Mr. Bulman, Chairman of a Committee appointed by the President 
to select the member of this Association who should receive the 
Association's Annual Certificate or Award of Merit reported that the 
Committee recommends that the award this year be bestowed upon Leo A. 
Rover, Esquire, for his outstanding Public Service. 

"The Committee, Mr. Bulman stated, also had considered the 
matter of presenting suitable certificates of merit to Chief Judge 
Harold M. Stephens of the United States Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit, and Chief Judge Bolitha J. Laws of the 
United States District Court for the District of Columbia in appre­
ciation of their untiring efforts in procuring the construction of 
the new Court House. 
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"The Board of Directors unanimously approved both recommenda.tions. 

"A recommendation of the Memorial Committee that anpouncements of 
the deaths of members of this Association be made in'all courts of 
which the decedent was a member instead of in the District Court only 
was adopted by the Board. 

"The Board voted that an appropriate resolution of welcome be 
sent to the National Legal Aid Association, which is to hold its next 
annual convention in Washington during the month of September or Octo­
ber next, and that at the appropriate time some suitable entertainment 
be provided for the delegates. 

"The Board authorized the payment of the premium on the Bond of 
the President, who has been authorized to sign checks in addition to 
the Treasurer, in the amount of $62.50. 

"A report to the Board by Messrs. Kendrick and Toomey with respect 
to the assignment of senior law school students as assistant counsel 
for attorneys appointed by the courts to represent persons charged with 
crimes was unanimously approved, and the Junior Bar Section was author­
ized to continue with the necessary arrangements to carry out the plan. 

"Ernest Schein and Philip W. Amram, from the Committee on Inter­
national Law, appeared before the Board. The Board authorized the 
furnishing to the Committee on International Law of a supply of letter­
heads of the Association with the name of the Committee overprinted 
thereon, and appropriated the sum of not to exceed $100.00 to be used 
by the Committee for the purchase of Government and other publications 
deemed necessary in the furnishing of information in response to in­
quiries from other countries. 

nMr. Amram spoke of the proposal by the Committee on International 
and Comparative Law of the American Bar Association to establish a 
Government commission for the preparation of treaties with other Govern­
ments relating to the establishment of uniform procedures in internation­
al JUdicial matters, but in view of the impending change in the present 
Government administration, he suggested that no action by this Associa­
tion be taken at the present time. 

llMr. Lane presented to the Board a report from the Library Com­
mittee, whicb will be presented to this Association by Mr. McNeil, 
Chairman of that Committee, together with the Board's action thereon. 

"The Board authorized the purchase of a new chair for Mrs. 
Macdonald, the Executive Assistant, at a cost of $54.00 to replace the 
one which is worn out. 

"The Board authorized the purchase of a new electric typewriter 
at a cost of $375.00, including tax, for the use of Miss Nolan, 
Assistant to Mrs. Macdonald, who is required to do a great amount of 
typing and to make numerous copies of reports and other documents. 
The President stated to the Board that the old typewriter then in use 
by Miss Nolan was practically worn out. 
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"The Board authorized the furnishing to the Pennsylvania Bar Asso­
ciation of information relating to the financial structur~ of this 
Association for comparison with their situation. Only such information 
as is available to the members of this Association was authorized to be 
furnished. 

"A report by Mr. Craighill to the effect that he had prepared a 
press release of the presentation of a portrait of Chief Justice Groner 
to the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit on November 10, 1952, was received. 

"Two proposed amendments to the District of Columbia. Code were 
referred to the Committee of Nine." 

Mr. James C. Toomey delivered his report as Treasurer of the Asso­

ciation, showing a balance on hand September 30, 1952, of $52,190.00 and on 

October 31, 1952, a balance of $48,801.65. 

Mr. B. Michael Landesman, Chairman of the Committee on Admissions, 

made a report and read the names of the persons who had been admitted to the 

Association since the last meeting, and extended to the new members a cor­

dial welcome and an invitation actively to participate in the affairs of 

the Association. 

Mr. George E. McNeil, Chairman of the Library Committee, delivered 

his report, and stated that the Board of Directors had approved the follow­

ing recommendations of the Committee: 

a. Advertisement in the Journal for books missing from the 
Libra.ry. 

b. That a room be made available for the use of members of 
the Association in the Library and that it be equipped with a 
typewriter. 

c. That a bulletin board with a tripod for its support be 
purchased for use in the Library at a cost not to exceed $25.00. 

d. That the night library attendant I s salary be increased 
to $150.00 because he will no longer receive $40.00 per month 
for cleaning, that service being furnished by the General Ser­
vices Corporation of the Government without expense to the 
Association. 

e. That the Library be closed to further admissions at 
10:30 P. M. nightly. 
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f. That the Library Committee submit a further report as to the 
cost of employing an assistant librarian and Who should be employed. 

Mr. James C. Toomey made a splendid report concerning the assign­

ment of senior law students as assistant counsel to attorneys assigned by 

the Courts to represent defendants in criminal cases, and the organization 

of a so-called Student Bar Association. 

Mr. Matthew Mahomer spoke in opposition to this movement, ex­

pressing the view that he felt those activities should be confined to duly 

admitted members of the bar. 

Mr. W. Cameron Burton reported that the 8lst Annual Dinner of 

the Association will be held on December 6, 1952, at 1 o'clock in honor of 

the members of the Judiciary, and that the reception for the judges will 

be at 6:30 p.m. 

Mr. John A. Kendrick, a member of the Board, reported on the 

progress of the Community Chest campaign for funds, and advised the mem­

bers that the lawyers are trailing other professional groups in the matter 

of meeting their quota. 

Mr. Thomas M. Raysor advised the meeting that the A. B. Pugh 

Bible Class, Which has been taught by Chief Judge Bolitha J. Laws of the 

United states District Court for the District of Columbia for more than 

twenty years will hold its annual Sunday service in honor of the Judges 

and Lawyers of the District of Columbia on November 23, 1952, at 9:45 

A. M. He extended an invitation to all present to attend. 

At 9 P. M. the meeting was turned over by the President to Mr. 

James W. Lauderdale, Chairman of the Program Committee, who announced 

that the meeting was held in honor of the members of the judiciary of the 

District of Columbia. 

The following jUdges were present: 



- 5 ­

Honorable Harold M. Stephens 
" Bolitha J .. Laws '., 
II E. Barrett Prettyman. '. 
tI James M. Proctor 
It Charles Fahy 
" George T. Washington 
n F. Dickinson Letts 
II James W. Morris 
n David A. Pine 
n Henry A. Schweinhaut 
n Alexander Holtzoff 
n Edward M. Curran 
II Edward A. Tamm 
II Charles F. McLaughlin 
tI Burnita Shelton Matthews 
II James R. Kirkland 
" Walter M. Bastian 

Mr. Lauderdale prese~ted Honorable Edward A. Tamm, who delivered 

a most scholarly address. He discussed the rules of evidence followed in 

judici~l proceedings in this country, and stated that he had given to his 

dissertation the title "Old Rusty Hinges on New Doors", having reference 

to the use and enforcement of old rules in the new Court House which had 

become outmoded by the advancement of modern methods in other fields. He 

commented that many of the rules of evidence are a eompletely reasonless 

conglomera.tion, and observed that Professor Wigmore had devoted nine 

volumes to the subject, and 1145 pages alcme to the hearsay rule. He 

also stated that there were some eighteen major exceptions to the hearsay 

rule, and that there are a number of exceptions to the exceptions. 

JUdge Walter M. Bastian was then presented, and received an 

enthusiastic reception. He stated that since Judge Tamm had delivered the 

address prepared for him, he was speaking strictly "off' the cuf~'. He 

said that by reference to the certificate on the wall of his office he was 

reminded that he was admitted to the bar 39 years ago. He declared that 

he could be like Clarence Darrow, who claimed that no client of his ever 

went to the electric chair, because Judge Bastian had never represented 

a murderer. 



- 6 ­

He also said he had reached that stage in life when be liked to reminisce, 

which he understood was an indication of adTancing age. This .;eminent and . 

popular jurist related a number of amusing and eritertainingoccurrences, 

. and received a most flattering response from the members of the Association 

in attendance. 

Mr. Lauderdale then presented Honorable Harold M. Stephens, 

Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of 

Columbia Circuit, who, after mentioning his class at Harvard and the fact 

that Honorable Robert A. Taft was a mEtmber, advised the meeting that he 

would confine his remarks to shop talk. He then delivered a most enlighten­

ing and instructive report relating to the business of the Court of Appeals. 

He compared the number of cases filed and disposed of during the year 1946 

with those of 1951 and to date in 1952, showing an increase of almost 100 

per cent. He also discussed en bane hearings of the Court and the steps 

taken to speed the disposition of criminal cases, and compared the "time 

lag" between the filing of the record in the Court of Appeals and final 

disposition of cases with the condition in the other ten circuits. Among 

the items mentioned were motions and petitions. In 1946, 171 such papers 

were filed and in the present year to date, 615 have been filed. He men­

tioned administrative cases also from the Government Departments. His 

dissertation was most learned, extremely well prepared., and received a 

spontaneous and hearty response from those present. 

The meeting then proceeded to the consideration of pending 

business, and the President recognized Mr. William E. Stewart, who dis.. 

cussed at considerable length and with a great deal of ability the Report 

of the Special Committee on the Coroner's Office, whi.ch was printed in the 

November issue of the Journal at pages 527 et seq. Mr. Stewart moved the 

adoption of the report, which recommended abolishment of the Coroner's 
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Office and the establishment of the "Medical Examiner" system. His motion 

was duly seconded, and was debated at some length. 

Mr. T. Edward O' Connell spoke against the motion" and delivered 

an oratorical and well considered disquisition, evidencing careful prepa­

ration and considerable study of the past and present operations of the 

Coroner system. 

Colonel Frederick Bernays Wiener then addressed the meeting in 

opposition to the motion, and in his delightful, learned and entertaining 

style delivered statistical data relating to the Coroner's Office. His 

remarks were relished and appreciated by those present. 

Mr. Richard VI. Galiher, Chairman of the Special Committee 

Which made the report, then addressed the Association in favor of adopt­

ion of Mr. Stewart's motion. He likewise demonstrated thorough familiar­

ity with the subject, and ably presented his position to the members 

present. 

Mr. Frank J. Kelly then moved that the motion be tabled. Ris 

motion was duly seconded, and on a vive voce vote was defeated. 

Mr. Stanley Klavan addressed the meeting in opposition to the 

motion and evidenced familiarity with the subject and the existing situa­

tion. 

Mr. Robert E. Lynch also opposed the motion, and stated that the 

Coroner's inquests eliminate a great many investigations that otherwise 

would have to be made by the offices of the United States Attorney and the 

Corporation Counsel. He very well said "Let well enough alonell 
• 

Upon a demand for the question, the President stated it, and 

upon a vive voce vote the motion was decisively defeated. 

Thereupon, the meeting, at 10:40 P. M., adjourned for refresh-

menta. 

Richard L. Merrick, Acting Sec. 



MINUTES OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, BAR ASSOCIATION 

OF TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5,1952 

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bar 

Association of the District of Columbia was held in the Office of the Asso­

ciation on Friday, December 5, 1952: 

The following were present: 

Preston C. King, Jr., President; Joseph D. BUlman, J. Edward 

Burroughs, Jr.; G. Bowdoin Craighill, Jr.; Preston B. Kavanagh; William T. 

Hannan, First Vice-President; Denis K. Lane, Second Vice-President; James 

C. Toomey, Treasurer; John A. Kendrick, Ross O'Donoghue; Jacquelin A. 

Marshall; Dudley G. Skinker, and Richard L. Merrick. 

Due to an engagement in Court, Mr. Skinker, the Secretary, was un­

able to be present at the beginning of the meeting, and Mr. Merrick acted as 

secretary until Mr. Skinker's arrival. 

The meeting was called to order by the President at 3:15 P. M. 

The reading of the minutes of the last previous meeting of the 

Board was dispensed with. 

Mr. Merrick called attention to the fact that at the last meeting 

of the Board a motion was adopted directing that an appropriate resolution 

of welcome be sent to the National Legal Aid Association for its forthcoming 

annual conference of delegates to be held in Washington, District of Columbia, 

in October, 1953, but no formal resolution was adopted. He submitted, and 

upon motion dUly made, seconded and carried, the Board adopted the following 

resolution: 

HRESOLVED , That the Board of Directors, acting for and on behalf of 

the Bar Association of the District of Columbia, extends a most sincere and 
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cordial welcome to the delegates of the National Legal Aid Association for 
'. 

their attendance at the forthcoming annual conference to be held in the City 

of Washington, District of Columbia, during October, 1953, and 

"FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be sent by the 

Secretary to Emery A. Brownell, Esquire, Executive Director of the National 

Legal Aid Association, 328 Main Street, East, Rochester 4, N. Y., with the 

assurances of this Association that every courtesy will be extended to the 

delegates who attend the conference here." 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the Board authorized 

the payment of $75.74 for expenses of the Annual Dinner Committee for re­

hearsals of the entertainers, provided no surplus is realized from the din­

ner, but if a surplus exists sufficient to pay the expenses in question, 

they shall be paid from such surplus. 

The President submitted a report of the Committee on the Revision 

of the District of Columbia Code relating to the clarification and consoli­

dation of provisions relating to conditional vendess and chattel mortgages. 

Since these measures had failed of passage through Congress, the Board di­

rected that they be returned to the Committee for further consideration and 

report. 

Due to the illness of Mrs. MacDonald, the treasurer's report was 

not ready for submission to the Board. 

A report of the Admissions Committee was presented by the Acting 

Secretary. The following applicants were duly elected to active membership 

in the Association: 

Jerome M. Alper Joseph S. McCarthy 
Isadore Egber Christian E. Rogers, Jr. 
William R. Kearney Marvin J. Sonosky 

James R. Zuckerman 
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and the following were elected to associate membership in the Association: 

Daniel J. Davitt Frank J. Scardilli 
Wendell Holmes McCullough, Jr. David M. Wortman 

I 

The application of Turner L. Smith, who recently was granted 

active membership, was considered at length. Since it appeared from a re­

port of the past chairman of the Committee on Admissions that there was a 

serious question as to the qualifications of Mr. Smith for membership in 

the Association at the time of his election, and that his election as an 

active member is invalid, the Board, upon motion duly made, seconded and 

carried, directed that the Secretary write a letter to Mr. Smith to the 

effect that the Board proposes to drop him as a member of the Association 

because he was not qualified for active membership when elected, and that 

unless cause be shown to the contrary he will be dropped at the January 

meeting of the Board of Directors. 

The resignation of John R. Wall was accepted with regrets, sub­

ject to the payment of accrued dues, if any. 

The resignation of Stephen M. Young was directed to be returned 

to him for signature. 

The President stated that, due to the necessity for prompt action, 

he had authorized the printing and filing of a brief on behalf of the Bar 

Association as amicus curiae in the Supreme Court of the United States in 

the case involving trial examiners. He further reported that the Supreme 

Court had granted certiorari and that the brief is due to be filed in the 

very near future. Thereupon, upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, 

the Board authorized the payment of the cost of printing the brief and its 

filing in the Supreme Court on behalf of the Association. 
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The President directed attention to the invitation e~tended to 

officers and directors of the Bar Association to attend on January 15, 1953, 

a dinner to be given by the Committee on Relations with the Inter-American 

Bar Association in honor of His Excellency Dr. Juan Bautista de Lavelle at 

Hotel 2400. 

The question of a recommendation by the Board of Directors on 

behalf of the Bar Association that the Department of Justice retain Messrs. 

Charles B. Murray and Rowland F. Kirks was discussed. It was the feeling of 

the Board that the Association as a body should not go on record as indors­

ing to the new administration the continuance in office of any person or 

persons. 

The President presented a request that the Bar Association schedule 

a lecture by or on behalf of the Investment Trust Lecture Bureau. The Board 

expressed the view that such request should be declined. 

A communication from the District of Columbia Society of Profes­

sional Engineers, Inc., suggesting that a Committee on Engineers of the Bar 

Association be appointed, was considered. After discussion, it was the 

sense of the Board that the Association ought not to single out anyone occu­

pation or professibn and recognize it, but upon motion duly made, seconded 

and carried, the Board authorized the appointment of a committee of one or 

more members to investigate and report upon the advisability of recognizing 

the Society of Professional Engineers. 

The President submitted a communication from the Board of Polygraph 

Examiners. No action was taken thereon, except to suggest that it be re­

ferred to the Committee on Criminal Rules and Procedure for consideration and 

report. 
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The President presented a report from the Committee 00 Probate 

Law and Relations with the Register of Wills recommending legislation for 

1.	 Amendment of Title 20, Section 116 of the Code of Law 
for the District of Columbia to provide for con­
tinuance of the business of a decedent beyond a 
six months' period; 

2. Increase of the maximum family allowances; 
3.	 That card notices be mailed by the Office of Register 

of Wills with respect to orders signed by the 
Court similar to those sent by the Clerk of the 
District Court. 

This report was directed to be referred to the Committee of Nine 

for consideration. 

Mr. Skinker, the secretary, made a comprehensive and illuminating 

report on the removal of the library to the new Court House, advising, 

among other things, that the librarian had hired an assistant to help in the 

arrangement of books; that the removal of the wooden stacks, previously 

authorized, would be necessary at once, as the steel stacks have arrived; 

and that the librarian and his assistant had done a great deal of extra 

work in connection with removal of the library and reassembling it in the 

New Court House, over and above their normal duties. He stated that Charles 

Johnson, the assistant librarian, had worked Saturday afternoons and at night, 

to get the work done, and that Elphonzo Freeman, the librarian, although ad­

vanced in years, had worked beyond his strength, and it was feared he would 

overdo. Mr. Skinker also invited attention to the fact that Mr. Johnson's 

compensation had in fact been reduced, although the Board authorized an in­

crease of his sa~ary to $150.00 per month at its last meeting. This was due 

to the fact that $40.00 per month additional had been paid to Mr. Johnson for 

cleaning work in the old Court House, such work now being performed by General 
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Services without charge to the Association. The additional compensation to 
.~ 

Mr. Johnson accordingly has been discontinued. 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and. carried, the regular meeting 

of the Association for December, 1952, was dispensed with. 

Mr. Kendrick requested the correction of what he termed a book­

keeping error, brought about by the situation arising from the first dance 

held by the Junior Bar Section in February, 1952. Although funds realized 

from this affair were turned over to the Association's treasurer in May, 1952, 

the musicians engaged to play at the dance were not paid until the month of 

JUly, and that, therefore, he did not want the records of the Association to 

show that payment as having been incurred during the current fiscal year. 

Thereupon, upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the Board directed 

that the bookkeeping or other records of the Association indicate that the 

payment of the item for musicians in the present fiscal year of 1952-53 is 

for an expense incurred in the preceding year and that the amount thereof 

should not be charged against the amount expended by the Junior Bar Section 

for the current fiscal year. 

There then followed considerable discussion concerning the Office of 

the Board of Revocation of Licenses and Permits of the District of Columbia. 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the Junior Bar Section was author­

ized to inquire into that office with a view to proposing legislation for the 

correction of any irregularities, if legislation is deemed necessary. 

The Board then discussed at length the question of Christmas bonuses 

for employees of the Association. Attention was invited by the President, the 

Secretary and some of the members present to the situation caused by the re­

moval of the library to the new Court House and the consequent extra work and 


